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Note from the Soncino Press Gemara

The star with which R. Joshua was acquainted has been identified as Halley's comet whose periodic time is about 75 years. Brodetsky,
Z. disputes this view, since one of the periodic returns of Halley's comet was in the year 66, whereas the journey of R. Gamaliel to
Rome was in the year 95. It remains nevertheless remarkable that the periodic time of at least one comet was known to R. Joshua in
the second century, about 1500 years before this phenomenon became known even to the most civilized nations. V. Feldman, W.M.
Rabbinical Mathematics, pp. 11 and 216.
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